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Massachusetts Union of Public Housing Tenants and
Massachusetts Alliance of HUD Tenants - PROTEST HUD cuts –
 On Valentine Day, Monday, February 14, a hundred residents attended a hearing before the Boston City Council to speak out against the cuts. In a rally immediately following the hearing, they called on Republican Sen. Scott Brown to oppose the cuts, which would result in the estimated loss in Boston of about 4,000 section 8 housing vouchers, $10 million in public housing money and $5 million in Community Development Block Grants for the rest of this fiscal year.    Boston's event, dubbed the “Have A Heart, Save Our Homes” rally in honor of Valentine's Day, was mirrored in cities across the country, from Portland, Maine to Dallas, Washington, D.C. and San Francisco. The nationwide rallies also coincided with President Barack Obama's announcement of his proposed budget for the next fiscal year, which includes $41.7 billion for HUD, about $1.1 billion less than Congress approved for the department for fiscal 2010, according to the Washington Post. His budget provides more money for the homeless and for rental assistance, but a 7.5 percent cut in CDBG grants.    Less money for HUD would threaten many who rely on federal vouchers to supplement their rent. Elaine Marin-Ruff has lived at Stony Brook Commons in Roslindale for 22 years thanks to funding from the federal government.    But she doesn't know what she'll do if the massive cuts to the budget for the Department of Housing and Urban Development go through as early next month. Her husband, who is 64, recently lost his job as a manager for 22 years at Mr. Sweeper in West Roxbury. Her federally-funded housing voucher keeps her and her family from living on the streets.    “We could face eviction. We'd have to leave,” she said.    Boston City Councilor Rob Consalvo called Monday's hearing in support of a resolution urging the state's congressmen to oppose cuts to HUD. He said the effect of the cuts would be far-reaching.    “You're going to see drastic cuts to housing.       Continued page 3
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CHAIRMAN’S CORNER
By William King, Chairman

In my last Chairman’s Corner I mentioned how the Mass Union and our affiliates were mandated to pull together in 2010. We united and worked well with state agencies and other housing advocates insuring that there is a process in place to implement fair and just State Public Housing rules for tenant rights and quality of life.  We have not been so lucky with the Federal Policies.  US Congress House of Representatives recently voted to severely cut public and subsidized housing, education, fuel assistance and health care program funding. This action threatens the policies and housing management practices Mass Union has fought to protect.  However, the agencies we work with, the advocates that rally with us and affiliates we work for are standing fast with us keeping bad decisions and policies at bay.  

This reminds me of a story told by an old Cherokee Indian explaining how a battle goes inside all of us.  It begins with two wolves, one being angry, evil and jealous filled with a sense of false pride, and superiority. The other filled with joy, peace, love and hope.  The Cherokee said the one you feed is the one who wins, meaning if you feed evil it will grow.  Feed the Good and it shall also grow.

Sometimes without knowing, we feed the wrong wolf, we allow evil and despair to grow without even realizing it.  Remember to pay attention to which wolf you are feeding, every action thought, word and deed is actually food for good or food for evil.  

May the Old Cherokee’s spirit bestow on each of us the wisdom to be generous, giving, loving and watch-over all we say and do.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Governor Requests $62.5 Million for Operating Subsidy in State Public Housing

Governor Deval L. Patrick proposed $62.5 million funding for Massachusetts state public housing. Two years ago the Governor requested 71.3 million for state public housing operating subsidy. The current $62.5 million is a 5% reduction in state housing authority budgets which represents a reduction in the housing authority’s ability to pay salaries and non utility services. This budget reduction which has been documented by the Harvard Study and the “State Auditors Report on Housing Authority Operations” continues to place housing units in jeopardy. The property maintenance and management costs are mandated for state subsidized units continue to rise while rental income has moderated do to unemployment of residents.

The state housing savings are depleting, taxes are up funding for public housing continues to be problematic. Regardless, Mass Union requested the Joint Housing Committee to fund the state’s public housing operating subsidy at $71 million.

Mass Union’s Policy Board request all resident to contact their state representative and senators requesting $71 million for state public housing.

Please see insert letter to Chairman Kevin Honan.

SAVE THE DATE: SPRING CONVENTION APRIL 29 - May 1, 2011

Clarion Hotel, West Springfield, Massachusetts

______________________________________________________________________

REDISTRICTING HEARINGS ANNOUNCED, WEBSITE LAUNCHED
By Michael Norton and Kyle Cheney
STATE HOUSE NEWS SERVICE
STATE HOUSE, BOSTON, MARCH 16, 2011……Massachusetts lawmakers formally began work Wednesday on redistricting, the decennial effort to redraw the boundaries of legislative and Congressional districts that are rich with constitutional principles, mathematical axioms, and raw politics.
Attorneys advising state lawmakers charged with drawing up new districts said Wednesday they expect the Census Bureau to ship local-level data to Massachusetts next week – the critical data is due by April 1 at the latest.  Massachusetts will be one of the last states to receive that data, which is already being poured into redrawn districts, and litigation, in other states that received local-level numbers earlier this year. 
“This is the beginning of our collective education on the subject,” said Sen. Stanley Rosenberg (D-Amherst), Senate chair of the Special Joint Committee on Redistricting. 
Lawmakers unveiled a web site - www.malegislature.gov/redistricting - that they say will include footage from all their statewide hearings, links to relevant court cases, district maps, 2010 Census data breakdowns, historical Census data and a feedback page to connect constituents with the committee. 
“No voice is more important than any other voice, but all voices will be heard in this process,” said Rosenberg. House Minority Leader Bradley Jones said he had hoped the Legislature would appoint an independent redistricting committee but said he looked forward to participating in the process. The committee plans 13 public hearings and will release details on most hearing. 
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 He said the effect of the cuts would be far-reaching.    “You're going to see drastic cuts to housing. You're going to see drastic cuts to shelters... I just think it's going to be devastating,” he said. “It's going to have an immediate, negative impact on public housing.”    While many of the state's Democratic representatives on Capitol Hill have come out against the cuts – including congressmen Barney Frank, Stephen Lynch and Mike Capuano – control of the budget is really in the Republicans' hands, said Hannah Weinstein, tenant organizer with the Mass Alliance of HUD Tenants.    “The reason we are targeting Brown is, basically, at this moment, Republicans hold the power,” said Weinstein, whose non-profit group organized the rally. “We want to make sure he works with fellow Republicans [in Congress] to make sure they do not cut section 8 funding.”    There are many ways that HUD funding makes its way into Boston's neighborhoods. One way is through direct funding of public housing developments. But it also goes to provide vouchers – which residents can take with them to use to help pay to live in market-rate apartments – and CDBG money. The latter can go toward a wide variety of programs ranging from education to social services and investment in small businesses.    Boston City Councilor At-Large Ayanna Pressley, who also sat in for much of the hearing, said that the pending budget cuts were “a sobering shot in the arm.”    “This is more than about balancing a ledger,” she said. “Behind every one of these numbers is a person, and a life.
____________________________________________________________________________
Fields Named HUD’s New England Regional Administrator
Commercial Record, The (Hartford, CT) – 2/22/2011 -- Barbara Fields has been tapped by President Barack Obama to serve as U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development regional administrator for the New England region.  Fields most recently served as the executive director of the Rhode Island office of Local Initiatives Support Corp. (LISC), the nation's leading community development intermediary, according to a statement.  In her new position, Fields will serve as HUD's liaison to mayors, city managers, elected representatives, state and local officials, members of Congress, private and nonprofit developers, stakeholders and customers. Fields is one of 10 regional administrators in the nation.  "Barbara's extensive knowledge of affordable housing and her comprehensive approach to community revitalization are a perfect complement to the Obama administration," said U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development Secretary Shaun Donovan. "When you look at Barbara's track record, her commitment to helping those in need comes across loud and clear. She will be a tremendous asset to us in carrying out HUD's mission to build strong, sustainable communities that offer affordable and healthy housing options for all Americans."  "This is a tremendous honor. I share President Obama and Secretary Donovan's vision and enthusiasm for creating strong and sustainable communities of choice," said Fields. "During this important time of economic challenge and opportunity, I look forward to applying my expertise to help address the housing and community development challenges confronting the people and places of New England. I am determined to bring people to the table, link agendas and get results."  Prior to her service at LISC, Fields worked for the Massachusetts Government Land Bank, a quasi-public state development finance agency and the Boston Redevelopment Authority, the city's main redevelopment agency.

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

MASS UNION’S 2010 FALL CONVENTION

The Policy Board and Affiliates of the Massachusetts Union of Public Housing Tenants hosted its Fall Convention at the Dedham Holiday Inn Hotel and Convention Center on Saturday, October 30, 2010. I like this setting, voiced a resident representing Cambridge Housing Authority. The Chairman called the convention to order at 10 AM. Richard Walega, Region 1 Director for US Department of Housing and Urban Development and Thomas Connelly Jr. Executive Director of MassNAHRO were the Luncheon Speaker. They spoke to the convention on state and federal public housing budget requests and policies. Mr. Connelly said “DHCD must allow increases in non utility line items to local housing authorities operating budgets”. The increase will allow local housing authorities the ability to pay state ordered wage increases to maintenance staff livable wages to housing managers. Director Walega stated the federal budget has not been approved by congress. The federal agencies including US Housing and Urban Development are operating on a temporary budget voted and approved by congress.

Two workshops were presented. The first workshop was “Abuse in Elderly / Handicap Housing.” Presenters were: Thomas Donohue of the Brockton Police Department and Pat Foley of Old Colony Social Services, Brockton MA. The second workshop was “Tenant Participation and the New State Modernization Program, presenter: Laura Taylor, Director Bureau of Housing Management, at DHCD. Following the workshops presentations there was a one hour for a questions and answer session. The Policy Board would like to thank everyone for your continued support. We look forwards to seeing you at our 2011 Spring Convention.
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